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House of Burgess: John Lewis 
leads the resistance 

Over 3 dozen in Congress to boycott 
inauguration 


By Rob Burgess 
Tribune columnist 


When John Lewis, Democratic congressman for Georgia’s 5th District, calls 


out injustice, his words carry a bit more weight than most. 


As I wrote in my March 17, 2015 column, “Voting rights act needed as 
ever,” Lewis was nearly killed marching for civil rights. He was one of the 
original “Freedom Riders” and one of the organizers of the March on 


Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 


March 7, 1965, later known as “Bloody Sunday,” the then 25-year-old 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee chairman helped guide 
hundreds of marchers out of Selma, Alabama, in the direction of 
Montgomery. The activists were mobilized in support of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.-led Selma Voting Rights Campaign. They were quickly met 
by a line of Alabama State Troopers at the behest of Democratic Gov. 
George Wallace and Dallas County Sheriff Jim Clark. The scene of the 
savagery was U.S. 80, over the Alabama River on the Edmund Pettus 


Bridge. 


Friday, just before the start of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday weekend, 
Lewis had the following exchange with Chuck Todd of NBC News’ “Meet 


the Press”: 


Todd: “You have forged relationships with many presidents. Do you plan on 


trying to forge a relationship with Donald Trump?” 


Lewis: “You know, I believe in forgiveness. I believe in trying to work with 
people. It will be hard. It’s going to be very difficult. I don’t see this 
president-elect as a legitimate president. ... I think the Russians 
participated in helping this man get elected. And they helped destroy the 
candidacy of Hillary Clinton. I don’t plan to attend the inauguration. It will 
be the first one that I miss since I’ve been in the Congress. You cannot be at 


home with something that you feel that is wrong, is not right.” 


Todd: “That’s going to send a big message to a lot of people in this country, 


that you don’t believe he’s a legitimate president.” 


Lewis: “I think there was a conspiracy on the part of the Russians and 
others to help him get elected. That’s not right. That’s not fair. That’s not 


the open, democratic process.” 


[Editor's note: As Trump correctly pointed out on Twitter on Tuesday, Lewis 


actually also missed President George W. Bush's inauguration in 2000.] 


Saturday, Trump took to Twitter (of course) to blast back: 


e “Congressman John Lewis should spend more time on fixing and helping 
his district, which is in horrible shape and falling apart (not to mention 
crime infested) rather than falsely complaining about the election results. 


All talk, talk, talk - no action or results. Sad!” 


e “Congressman John Lewis should finally focus on the burning and crime 


infested inner-cities of the U.S. I can use all the help I can get!” 


Lewis inspired several of his colleagues to follow suit. 


“The congressman is now one more than three dozen U.S. representatives 
who have vowed to skip the inauguration as a protest against the incoming 


president,” reported Fusion’s Wilfred Chan Tuesday. 


If there’s one flaw to President Barack Obama’s leadership style it’s his 
unwavering faith his opponents would meet him in the middle. Time and 
time again he has seen his hand slapped away by congressional 
Republicans, yet he never stopped extending it. It’s why he pushed for the 
Affordable Care Act (which was a GOP idea first) instead of single-payer 
health insurance. It’s why he picked centrist Merrick Garland to fill a 
Supreme Court seat when he could have chosen a much more liberal jurist. 
These gestures did no good because even the compromise position failed to 


find support. 


Whatever you think of Lewis’ statement and actions in this case, Iam 
hopeful Democrats are finally learning the lesson Republicans took to heart 
long ago: In our current political climate, a minority maintaining constant, 
sustained opposition to the opposing party’s chief executive is key to 


winning back political power. 


Lewis has the right idea here. As we begin the Trump era, let’s hope those 


in the resistance honor Lewis’ bravery and locate the same courage. 


Rob Burgess, Tribune city editor, may be reached by calling 765-454-8577, 


via email at rob.burgess@kokomotribune.com or on Twitter at 


twitter.com/robaburg. 


